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THE MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION 
OF AMERICA 


THIRD UNION MEETING 


The thirty-third annual meeting of the Mopern Lan- 
euaGE AssociaTIon oF America, third Union Meeting, 
was held under the auspices of Western Reserve Univer- 
sity and Case School of Applied Science at Cleveland, 
Ohio, December 28, 29, 30, 1915, in accordance with the 
folloing invitations: 


PRESIDENT’Ss Room 
WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY 
ADELBERT COLLEGE 


CLEVELAND 
18 December, 1914. 
My dear Mr. Howard: 

I am grateful for the intimation made to me by Professor Emerson 
that general conditions might permit your Association to hold its 
next annual meeting in Western Reserve University. I trust these 
intimations are confirmed and reinforced by the desire of the mem- 
bers themselves to give to Western Reserve University this great 
advantage. For it would be a peculiar pleasure again to receive 
your members and to do all that can be done to make your presence 
in Cleveland a cause of happiness to yourselves. 

May I not have the honor of conveying to my associates your 
acceptance of this invitation, an invitation which, however informal, 
is most hearty? 

Believe me, with considerations of great respect and regard, 


Ever yours, 


CHARLES F. 
W. G. Howarp, Esquire, President. 
Secretary, The Modern Language 
Association of America. 
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CasSE SCHOOL OF APPLIED SCIENCE 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 


President’s Office December 23, 1914. 


Pror. W. G. Howarp, 
Secretary, Modern Language Association. 


Dear Sir :— 

On behalf of the Trustees and Faculty of Case School of Applied 
Science, I wish to extend a cordial invitation to the Modern Lan- 
guage Association to hold its next meeting in Cleveland. On many 
accounts we are deeply interested in the work which your Associa- 
tion is doing. I think I can assure the Association a pleasant time 
if they accept our invitation, and I believe the meeting will be of 
great advantage to the educational institutions centering here. 


Very truly yours, 


CHARLES S. Howe, 
President. 


The sessions wer held in the Assembly Room of the 
Hollenden Hotel, at Adelbert College of Western Reserve 
University, and in the Physics Lecture Room of Case 
School of Applied Science. The President of the Asso- 
ciation, Professor Jefferson B. Fletcher, of Columbia 
University, presided at all. 


FIRST SESSION, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 28 
Assembly Room of the Hollenden Hotel 


The meeting was cald to order at 2.40 p. m. 


The Secretary of the Association, Professor W. G. How- 
ard, presented the folloing statistics: 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF MEMBERS 


South 
Middle Middle West 
Far West Far West 


DISTRIBUTION BY DEPARTMENTS, 1915 


English 


Mod. Langs 
Comp. Lit. and Phil 
Miscellaneus 


New England 
Mid. Atlantic 


The Secretary presented as his report Volume xxx of 
the Publications of the Association, containing the minutes 


of the last annual meeting; and the same was unanimusiy 
accepted. 


On motion of the Secretary it was 


Voted: that the thanks of the Association be exprest to Professor 
C. Alphonso Smith for representing the Association at the inaugura- 


\\\ 
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; Dee. 1911 Dee. 1915 
New Engl..............248 
— 
1001 1242 
1242 
DISTRIBUTION OF ARTICLES AND AUTHORS IN Publications, 1912-1915 
25 
96 96 
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tion of President Graham of the University of North Carolina on 
April 21, 1915. 


The Tresurer of the Association, Professor A. F. Whit- 
tem, presented the folloing report: 


A. CURRENT RECEITS AND EXPENDITURES 
REcEITS 


Balance on hand, Dec. 21, 1914, - $ 861 57 

for 1909, 
« 1910, 
1913, 
1914, 
1915, 
1916, 

the Philological 

Assoc. of the Pacific Coast, - 


From Libraries, for Vol. XXVII, 
XXVIII, 

“ XXIX, 

XXX, 


Der Vols. VIII-XX, 
 XXI-XXX, 


ver Reprints, Val, XXIX, 
XXX, 

Vol. XXIX, 
“ XXX, 


Charles River Trust Co., Cambridge, $ 43 34 
Interest on Permanent Fund, - - 266 00 


“ 


4,810 35 


$5,671.92 


TO 
- $ 270 
2 70 
- 1620 
- 209 25 
“ XXXI, 82 35 
$18 
- 177 08 
——- 347 18 
- + 6600 
- 197 8 
- + 27 50 
Miscellaneus, - - - - - 83 
83 
I Interest, Current Funds, 
34 
For Reprinted Vol. I, Old Series, - $ 16 00 
“ “ “ II, “ “ ® 18 00 
- “ 75 40 
—— 14 
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Salary, - 
Stationery, - - 
Postage and Ex- 
pressage, - - 
Proof Reading, - 


To Secretary, Central Division, for 


Salary, - - 
for Postage and Tele- 
grams, - 


To Tresurer, for Salary, - - - 
“ Stationery and 
Printing, - 

Postage and  Ex- 

pressage, 

Clerical Services, - 

Expenses, - 


For Printing Publications, 


To Committee on Grammatical No- 
menclature, - - - - 
“ Managing Trustee of Permanent 
Fund, - - - : - - 
Committee on Collegiate Training 
of Teachers of Modern Foren 
For Printing and Mailing Pregram of 
33d Annual Meeting, - - - 


Balance on hand, Dec. 22, 1915, 


vii 
EXPENDITURES 
To Secretary, for. $ 400 00 
“ “ “ 70 
“ “ “ 4 
30 47 
“ “ “ 21 00 
$452 17 
100 00 
2 90 
102 90 
200 00 
9 50 
123 64 
48 50 
12 06 
393 70 
820 70 
1,024 00 
973 16 
XXX, 4, - - - - - - 908 90 
———_ 3, 726 76 
150 00 
t 37 00 
35 70 
136 84 
6 24 
365 78 
$5,041 31 
$5,671 92 
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B. INVESTED FUNDS 


Bright Fund (Eutaw Savings Bank, 
Baltimore), 
Principal, Dec. 21, 1914, - - $1,804 28 
Interest, April 1, 1915, - - 63 00 
$1,867 28 
von Jagemann Fund (Cambridge 
Savings Bank), 
Principal, Dee. 21, 1914, 
Interest, July 22, 1915, 
1,309 89 
$3,177 17 


COMPARATIVE STATEMENT FOR 1911-1915 


A. CURRENT FuNpDS 


Balance on hand, Dec. 22, 1915, - $ 630 61 
« Dee. 23, 1911, - 463 78 


Increase, $ 166 83 


B. INVESTED FuNpDsS 


Principal, Dee. 22, 1915, - - - $3,177 17 
Dee. 23, 1911, - - - 2,781 05 


Increase, 


Total Increase since last Union Meeting, $562 95 


The President of the Association appointed the folloing 
committees : 

To nominate officers: Professors F. N. Scott, W. A. 
Nitze, B. P. Bourland, Raymond Weeks, Max Poll. 

To audit the Tresurer’s report: Professors M. B. Evans, 
J. P. W. Crawford, Hardin Craig. 

On Resolutions: Professors L. F. Mott, W. W. Comfort, 
T. J. C. Diekhoff. 


The Chairman of the Central Division, Professor W. H. 
Hulme, of Western Reserve University, announced that 
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the Secretary of the Division, Professor C. B. Wilson, had 
resignd his offis, and appointed as a committee to nomi- 
nate his successor Professors S. H. Bush, B. J. Vos, A. C. 
L. Brown. 


The reading of papers was then begun. 


1. “Shakespeare’s Pronunciation.” By Professor 
Harry Morgan Ayres, of Columbia University. 


[Possibility of knowledge in this field. The sources of evidence. 
What may be said to be known. Some uncertainties with regard 
to Elizabethan pronunciation. Some uncertainties with regard to 
Shakespeare’s position in questions of divided usage. Attempted 
reconstructions.—Thirty minutes.] 


This paper was discust by Professors F. N. Scott and 
Raymond Weeks. 


2. “The Siege of Paris—by the Saracens.” By Pro- 
fessor William Wistar Comfort, of Cornell University. 


[Introduction of this episode in the French epic. Professor 
Bédier’s theory applied to it. Its wide extension in the Italian 
poems. Some illustrativ details of the siege. Occurrence of the 
episode as late as the nineteenth century—Twenty minutes. ] 


3. “The Aunters of King Arthur.” By Professor 
Arthur C. L. Brown, of Northwestern University. 


[In Robson’s edition of the Ireland ms., 43 out of the 55 stanzas 
of the Aunters ar linkt. Other Mss. supply links for all but two 
of those stanzas which ar unlinkt in Robson. The conclusion is that 
all copies of the Aunters go back to one archetype, which was the 
work of a rather skilful versifier, doutless the man who combined 
into one romance the Guinevere and Galeron incidents.—Fifteen 
minutes. ] 


4. “The Rhythmic and Melodic Form of Schiller’s 
Tied von der Glocke.”” By Professor Ernst Feise, of the 
University of Wisconsin. 

[The aim of the paper was to exemplify modern methods of metrical 
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investigation by analyzing in detail a wel known poem and by de- 
scribing its Schallform from an historical and an esthetic point of 
view.—Twenty minutes.] 


This paper was discust by Professor B. Q. Morgan. 


5. “The English Moralities and Spenser’s Faerie 
Queene, Book I.” By Mr. Robert Shafer, of Princeton 
University. 

[The allegory in the first book of the Faerie Queene is of the same 
nature as that allegory—usually cald “Conflict of Virtues and 
Vices ”’—which predominates in the English morality plays. Definit 
morality plays from which Spenser obtaind the whole groundwork 
of his conception and treatment in this book of the Faerie Queene. 
—Twenty minutes.] 


This paper was discust by Professor W. A. Neilson. 


6. “The Religious Experience of Coleridge between 
1794 and 1798.” By Professor Solomon F. Gingerich, of 
the University of Michigan. 


[The period between 1794 and 1798 witnest not only the expansion 
of Coleridge’s literary powers to complete maturity, but also a rapid 
growth in his religius ideals, markt chiefly by a change from a re- 
ligion of opinions to a religion of experience. Evidence of this 
growth in his letters, poems, and other documents of the period.— 
Fifteen minutes.] 


At eight o’clock in the evening of Tuesday, December 
28, members of the Association gatherd in the Assembly 
Room of the Hollenden Hotel. They wer welcomd to 
Cleveland by President Charles F. Thwing of Western 
Reserve University and Professor Arthur S. Wright of 
Case School of Applied Science. Thereupon the Presi- 
dent of the Association, Professor Jefferson B. Fletcher, 
of Columbia University, deliverd an address entitled “ Our 
Opportunity.” 

After this address there was a reception for members of 
the Association at the home of Mr. Samuel Mather, 2605 
Euclid avenue. 
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SECOND SESSION, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29 
Adelbert College of Western Reserve University 


The session began at 10 a. m. 


The Secretary presented a communication from the 
chairman of the Committee on the Reproduction of Erly 
Texts, as folloes: 

The Committee on the Reproduction of Erly Texts, which was 
continued at the last Union Meeting “in order to safeguard the in- 
terests of American contributors to the Cedmon facsimile,” regrets 
to report that the issue of this facsimile, undertaken by Professor 
I. Gollanez on behalf of the British Academy, has not yet been 
achievd. A further continuance of the Committee is therefore sug- 
gested. 


On motion of the Secretary the Committee was con- 
tinued. 


For the Trustees of the Permanent Fund Professor W. 
A. Neilson, managing trustee, reported that the fund 


amounted December 22, 1915 to $6,650. 


On behalf of Professor W. G. Hale, chairman, the 
Secretary moved that the representation of the Association 
upon the Joint Committee on Grammatical Nomenclature 
be continued ; and the motion was unanimusly adopted. 


The Executiv Council proposed the folloing amend- 
ments to the Constitution, according to which the offices 
of Secretary and Tresurer shal be combined, the Editorial 
Committee shal be increast by one, and all officers of the 
Association shal constitute the Executiv Council. As 
amended, Articles III, IV, and V wud then read: 

Article III: Any person whose candidacy has been approved by the 


Secretary-Tresurer may become a member on the pay- 
ment ete. 
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Section 1: The officers and governing boards of the 
Association shal be: a President, three Vice-Presi- 
dents, a Secretary-Tresurer; an Editorial Committee 
consisting of the Secretary of the Association (who 
shal be Chairman ex officio), the Secretaries of the 
several Divisions, and three other members; and an 
Executiv Council consisting of the afore-mentioned offi- 
cers, the Chairmen of the several Divisions, and seven 
other members. 


Article V: The President, Vice-Presidents, and Secretary-Tresu- 
rer shal perform the usuai duties of such officers. 
The Secretary shal ete. 


On motion of the Secretary the proposed amendments 
wer unanimusly adopted and the Constitution was amend- 
ed accordingly. 


On motion of Professor James Geddes it was unani- 
musly 


Voted: that there be paid annually to the Secretary-Tresurer for 
salary and clerical servises the sum of $750. 


On behalf of the Exeeutiv Council the Secretary nomi- 
nated for Honorary Membership in the Association 


Charles Harold Herford, University of Manchester 
Sir Sidney Lee, University of London 

Kristoffer Nyrop, University of Copenhagen 
George Saintsbury, University of Edinburgh 


and they wer unanimusly elected Honorary Members. 


The reading of papers was then continued. 


7. “The Literary Criticism of Anatole France; its 
significance in the Development of his Ideas.” By Pro- 
fessor Lewis Piaget Shanks,-of the University of Penn- 
sylvania. 

[Subjectivity in the erly literary biographies (Génie latin) ; the 
dilettanteism of La Vie littéraire (1888-1892), and the reaction 


xii 
if 


PROCEDINGS FoR 1915 


foreshadoed in the third and fourth volumes of these causeries on 
contemporary life and literature —Twenty-three minutes.] 


8. “Schiller’s Wilhelm Tell and the Volksstiick of the 
Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries.” By Professor 
Adolf Busse, of Hunter College of the City of New York. 

[Conseius of the concessions to popular taste in the style and 
form of Wilhelm Tell, Schiller elevated the Volksstiick to the dignity 
of a work of art, and became the forerunner of Raimund, Nestroy, 
and Anzengruber.—T7'wenty minutes.] 


This paper was diseust by Professor Camillo von Klenze. 


9 “An Eastern Model for the Setting of Guillaume 
de Lorris’s Roman de la Rose.” By Professor Frederick 
Morris Warren, of Yale University. 


[While the material for Guillaume de Lorris’s Roman de la Rose 
can be largely assignd to Western sources, its setting seems to hav 
been Byzantine in origin. The first six books of Eustathius Macrem- 
bolites’ Hysmene and Hysmenias (before 1186?) locate the action 
near and in a park which is surrounded by a wall decorated with 
allegorical caracters, including Eros and his worshippers. The lover 
has visions of Eros, of his mistress bringing a rose to him, and the 
conversation with his mistress, when he is awake, contains the me- 
taphor of the hedge protected flower.—Twenty minutes.] 


10. “Why did Shakespeare create Falstaff?” By 
Professor Albert H. Tolman, of the University of Chicago. 


[It has been thought by some that Falstaff is merely the comic 
earacter, the fun-maker in Parts I and II of Henry 1V. The view 
here taken was that this caracter is indispensable to Shakespeare’s 
serius purpose, that Falstaff is a structural necessity.—Twenty 
minutes.] 


11. “ Negro Spirituals.”” By Professor John A. Lomax, 
of the University of Texas. 

[Unedited matter taken down at Negro Camp Meetings. The 
psychology of the Negro as reveald in his spiritual songs. Caracter- 
istic songs groupt about his theological notions.—Thirty-five min- 
utes.] 
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At one o’clock ox Wednesday, December 29, luncheon 
was servd to members of the Association at Hayden Hall 
on the campus of the College for Women, Western Reserve 
University. 


At two o’clock in the afternoon of Wednesday, Decem- 
ber 29, Professor Dayton C. Miller, of Case School, spoke 
to members of the Association in the Physics Building of 
Case School on “The Physical Analysis of Speech 
Sounds.” 


THIRD SESSION, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29 
Adelbert College of Western Reserve University 


The session began at 3.10 p. m. 


Professor James Fleming Hosic, chairman, made a brief 
statement concerning the progress of the Committee on 
the Preparation of College Teachers of English. 


The reading of papers was then continued. 


12. “A Further Study of the Heroic Tetrameter.” 
By Professor Charles W. Cobb, of Amherst College. 


[Definition and illustration. Heroic tetrameter distinguisht from 
other ten-syllable tetrameters (1) not in heroic verse, (2) in heroic 
verse. Heroic tetrameter distinguisht from heroic pentameter. 
Readers read the line as tetrameter and scan it as pentameter. Poets 
hav used the line as a tetrameter (1) to reliev the monotony in 
heroic verse, (2) in cases where two consecutiv dimeter lines make a 
heroic tetrameter, (3) in recognized tetrameter.—T7'wenty minutes.] 


This paper was discust by Professors W. A. Neilson, 
F. N. Scott, and C. H. Page. 


13. “The Rise of a Theory of Stage Presentation in 
England during the Eighteenth Century.” By Miss Lily 
B. Campbell, of the University of Wisconsin. 


PROCEDINGS FoR 1915 XV 


[I. Classical tendencies from 1690 to 1741: dependence on author- 
ity in the interpretation of caracter, conventionalized tone and ges- 
ture in the presentation of tragedy. II. Revolt against classicism, 
1741 to 1776: interpretation of caracter in the light of nature, real- 
istic or imitativ method of presentation. III. The “Grand Style” 
after 1776. IV. Parallel development of a theory of acting and 
the theory and practis of painting and other fine arts——Twenty 
minutes. ] 


14. “Matthew Arnold’s Interpretation of ‘ Hebraism ’ 
and ‘Hellenism’ as compared with the corresponding 
Formula of Heine.” By Mr. Hermann J. Weigand, of 
the University of Michigan. 


[I. Significance of the Schlugwort. II. Arnold’s relation to 
Heine: (1) Nature and extent of Arnold’s acquaintance with 
Heine’s works; (2) Comparison of Arnold’s and Heine’s formulas; 
Arnold’s formula a radical reinterpretation of Heine’s. III. Other 
possible sources: Arnold’s father; Renan. IV. Conclusion.— 
Thirty minutes.) 


At the close of this session there was a meeting of the 
American Dialect Society. 


At three o’clock in the afternoon of Wednesday, Decem- 
ber 29, there was at Adelbert College a meeting for in- 
formal discussion of the forthcoming report of the Com- 
mittee on the Collegiate Training of Teachers of Modern 
Foren Languages; and at four o’clock in the same place a 
meeting for the organization of an association with pri- 
marily pedagogical aims, one of the purposes of which is 
the establishment of an organ for the exchange of ideas and 
the discussion of problems. 


From four to six o’clock in the afternoon of Wednesday, 
December 29, the gentlemen of the Association wer receivd 
at the Rowfant Club. 


At seven o’clock in the evening of Wednesday, December 
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29, the ladies of the Association dined together at the 
Hollenden Hotel. 


At half past eight o’clock in the evening of Wednesday, 
December 29, the gentlemen of the Association wer enter- 
taind at a Smoker at the University Club. 


FOURTH SESSION, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30 
Physics Lecture Room, Case School of Applied Science 


The session began at 10.07 a. m. 


Professor Hardin Craig reporting on behalf of the 
Auditing Committee thatthe Tresurer’s accounts had been 
found correct, it was unanimusly 


Voted: that the Tresurer’s report be accepted. 


On behalf of the Committee on the Collegiate Training 
of Teachers of Modern Foren Languages Professor A. R. 
Hohlfeld, chairman, presented the folloing report: 


Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Your Committee on the Collegiate Training of Teachers of Modern 
Foreign Languages regret to say that they are not yet prepared to 
submit a definitive report. We have sent out during the present 
college year an extensive questionnaire, thru which we have attempted 
to establish in considerable detail how the general problem appears 
to’ a large number of German and Romance departments in the dif- 
ferent types of colleges and universities all over the country, and 
what steps toward its solution have already been taken or are under 
consideration. In this connection we desire to express our thanks 
to all of those colleagues who aided us in this endeavor by furnish- 
ing replies, many of them prepared with admirable patience, candor, 
and accuracy; and the chairman in particular is glad of this oppor- 
tunity to express his gratitude not only to his colleagues on the 
committee but also, in large measure, to some of his colleagues in 
his own department, without whose ready and able assistance even 
the preliminary report herewith submitted could not have been com- 
pleted. 
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The committee not only feel convinced, from the number and tenor 
of the answers received, that in the large majority of institutions 
there exist genuine interest in the problem and candid recognition 
of its importance and of our responsibility, but it also appears that 
the needs and possibilities of the local situations have already found 
expression in a considerable number of definite provisions and regu- 
lations. 

In the preliminary report which we submit herewith we have 
collated this large amount of valuable and interesting information— 
about 70 correspondents having answered the majority, if not all, of 
considerably over 200 questions. Omitting a great deal of detail, 
we have tried to present in as clear an outline as possible the atti- 
tude of our profession toward the more important phases of the 
problem, (a) in regard to the broader aspects of policy, organi- 
zation, and administration and (b) in regard to the content, method, 
and sequence of those more advanced courses thru which candidates 
receive whatever departmental training, in the most comprehensive 
sense of the term, we are willing and able to give them. Our atti- 
tude toward this second part of the report, i. e., toward the descrip- 
tion of the advanced courses in language, literature, phonetics, 
method, etc., was largely influenced by the consideration that the 
methodology of the more elementary language courses has been the 
subject of repeated careful investigation by committees of this and 
of other associations, whereas hardly any information is so far 
available on the methods and aims of the more advanced undergrad- 
uate or less advanced graduate courses in college or university. And 
while of course everybody would readily agree that questions of 
methodology have quite a different importance for the more ele- 
mentary types of work from that which they have for advanced 
courses, it would still be a grave mistake to assume that, in regard 
to the latter, we could afford to sacrifice that availability of accu- 
mulated experience without which continuity of tradition and hence 
natural progress become impossible in any science, art, or profession. 

Our preliminary report is at present purely objective and descrip- 
tive in character. It outlines existing conditions, but does not 
recommend action, except in so far as a mere description of things 
found carries with it an inherent element of criticism and suggestion. 
Should this Association be of the opinion that in proceeding in this 
inductive manner we are on the right track, or at any rate that we 
are on a track which you would like to see us follow further, we 
should be willing to prepare a definitive and comprehensive report, 
approximately 50 to 100 printed pages in length, which, if finally 
approved, we should like to have made generally available in printed 
form. 
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In such a final report we should certainly not restrict ourselves 
to the rdle of an impersonal recorder of fact. We should freely ex- 
press opinions and add comment, pointing to advantages and dis- 
advantages as we see them; but in the main we should even then 
rely on a full and impartial presentation of different methods of 
dealing with the problems in question as the best means of promot- 
ing a real clarification of opinions and a reasonable unification of 
practice. 

For it must be borne in mind that only in this way shall we be 
able to discuss with freedom and propriety certain important aspects 
of the situation in regard to which the advisability of definite action 
on the part of our Association might well be questioned. Consider- 
able improvement in the training, certification, and methcd of ap- 
pointment of secondary teachers of modern foreign languages can no 
doubt be accomplished thru efforts within the departments of Ger- 
man and of Romance languages. But in many of its aspects the 
problem transcends entirely departmental jurisdiction. Many phases 
of it touch, and touch vitally, the relation of the different departments 
of instruction to the departments of education and to the general 
policy and organization of at least the so-called colleges of Liberal 
Arts; and still other aspects of the problem lie even outside the 
immediate realm of the colleges and universities and depend on the 
one hand on state boards and state legislatures, and on the other, on 
the local school authorities. As regards these aspects of the situ- 
ation, and they are among the most serious, the language depart- 
ments merely share the fate of all other departments whose subjects 
belong to the high school curriculum and they should therefore be 
handled by general educational associations, or they are interwoven 
with the widely different local conditions of the various states and 
can then be solved only by efforts within the suitable organizations 
of the individual states. 

In view of all these considerations your committee, if asked to 
prepare a final report along the lines indicated in the present pre- 
liminary one, will not invite this Association to commit itself by a 
formal vote to any definite set of resolutions or recommendations. 
For we feel that by proceeding in this freer and less dogmatic manner 
we can best serve a cause in which we apparently are all deeply 
interested, yet not always of one mind in regard to the best methods 
of attaining the object sought. 

Respectfully submitted, 
On behalf of the Committee, 


A. R. Chairman. 
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On motion of Professor J. P. Hoskins it was unani- 
musly 


Voted: that the Committee on the Collegiate Training of Teachers 
of Modern Foren Languages be continued and requested to submit 
its final report in accordance with its intention. 


On motion of Professor W. H. Hulme it was unanimusly 


Voted: that the thanks of the Association be exprest to Professor 
Charles Bundy Wilson for his ten years of servis in the difficult offis 
of Secretary of the Central Division, in which offis he has always 
shown curtesy, consideration, and zeal. 


On behalf of the Committee on Resolutions Professor 
L. F. Mott proposed the folloing expression of thanks, and 
it was unanimusly agreed to: 


To all who hav welcomd us to Cleveland and who hav contributed 
toward making our stay agreeable the Modern Language Association 
of America expresses its appreciation. 

We thank President Thwing and the authorities of Western Reserve 
University and President Howe and the authorities of Case School 
of Applied Science for their hospitality; 

Mr. Samuel Mather for his kind invitation to the reception tenderd 
to members of the Association at his home; 

The Rowfant Club for its invitation to the reception tenderd to the 
gentlemen of the Asociation at its club house; 

The University Club and the Case Club for extending their visitors’ 
privileges to the gentlemen of the Association; 

And, with special emphasis, the local committee for its thoughtful 
arrangements for our comfort, convenience, and entertainment. 


On behalf of the Committee of Nominations Professor 
F. N. Scott presented the folloing nominations: 


President: Professor James Douglas Bruce, of the Uni- 
versity of Tennessee. 

Vice-Presidents: Professors Edward C. Armstrong, of 
Johns Hopkins University, Charles Bundy Wilson, of the 
State University of Iowa, and Louise Pound, of the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska. 
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Secretary-Tresurer: Professor William Guild Howard, 
of Harvard University. 

Editorial Committee: Professors M. Blakemore Evans, 
of the Ohio State University, George L. Hamilton, of Cor- 
nell University, and John L. Lowes, of Washington 
University. 

Executiv Council: Professors George O. Curme, of 
Northwestern University, Oliver F. Emerson, of Western 
Reserve University, James Geddes, of Boston University, 
T. Atkinson Jenkins, of the University of Chicago, John 
A. Lomax, of the University of Texas, William Allan Neil- 
son, of Harvard University, and Hugo K. Schilling, of 
the University of California. 


On behalf of the Committee to Nominate a Secretary 
of the Central Division, Professor S. H. Bush presented 
the name of Professor Bert E. Young, of Vanderbilt 
University. 


Professor O. F. Emerson moved that the report of these 
committees be adopted. The motion was unanirausly 
carried and the nominees wer declared elected to their sev- 


eral offices. 
The reading of papers was then continued. 


“ Wyclif the Reformer Warden of Canterbury 
Hall.” By Professor William P. Reeves, of Kenyon Col- 


lege. 

[By putting together entries in the Records hitherto unnoticed, 
and documents and records alredy known but freshly studied, it is 
now possible to identify John Wyclif the Reformer with the Warden 
of Canterbury Hall, an Oxford College founded by Simon Islip, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, in 1362. The contemporary and later 
annalists, unfrendly to Wyclif, thus identified him. For varius rea- 
sons critical opinion in England has hesitated to accept this identi- 
fication. 
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With the identification establisht, new values must be given to 
the Canterbury Hall affair. The writer maintaind not only that 
Wyclif’s contemporaries had reason for attributing to him resent- 
ment, but also that Wyclif was justified for his contentions, and felt 
compeld to regard the decision of the Papal Consistory and its rati- 
fication in England as involving the origin and special issues of 
some of his most important arguments.—Thirty minutes.] 


16. “The Date of the Composition of Hudibras.” By 
Professor Hardin Craig, of the University of Minnesota. 


{The title page to Hudibras states that it was “ Written during 
the Late Wars.” This statement refers to the years 1642 to 1648. 
It was publisht in three parts in 1662, 1663, and 1678 respectivly. 
A study of the historical and local allusions in the three parts indi- 
cates that Part I was written during the war, Part II probably be- 
tween 1649 and 1656, and Part III, a portion of it at least, between 
1658 and 1662.—Highteen minutes.] 


17. “ A newly discovered copy of an American Edition 
of Rousseau’s Contrat Social.” By Professor Christian 
Gauss, of Princeton University. 


[A seemingly unknown edition in French of Rousseau’s Contrat 


Social bears upon its title page: 
A Philadelphie 
Chez John Robert 
Imprimeur du Congrés Général 
M DCC LXXV 


The question of its provenance.—Fifteen minutes.] 


18. “The Dates of Some of the Canterbury Tales.” 
By Dr. Ernest P. Kuhl, of Dartmouth College. 


{The localizing of tales at Cambridge, Oxford, and in the “north 
contree” helps to establish the dates of composition. Of great in- 
terest is the fact that the terminus a quo can be definitly given.— 
Ten minutes.] 


19. “Gottfried Keller and the Problem of Tragedy.” 
By Professor Charles Hart Handschin, of Miami Uni- 
versity. 

{Keller grew more and more averse to tragedy as he grew older. 
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This was a natural result of his Weltanschauung. Analysis of his 
conception of the problem of tragedy.—Ten minutes.] 


20. “Swift and the Stamp Act of 1712.” By Pro- 
fessor Joseph M. Thomas, of the University of Minnesota. 

{On very slight evidence taken from the Journal to Stella, Swift 
has been held largely responsible for the passage of the stamp act 
which compeld the suspension of the Spectator and other periodi- 
cals. The Journals of the Houses of Parliament, as wel as news- 
papers and private journals of the period, sho that this tax was 
proposed as erly as 1702. The preponderance of evidence seems to 
indicate that Swift had little or no part in initiating the tax or in 
securing its final adoption.—Twenty minutes.] 


21. “The Irony of Swift.” By Dr. Henry M. Dar- 
gan, of the University of North Carolina. 


{Irony in the satiric writing of Swift owes most of its force to 
the depth of pessimism in his nature; but, from the technical point 
of view, it may be studied as the “serius conduct of an absurd prop- 
osition,” as a variety of dramatic impersonation, and as intentional 
ambiguity or hoax.—Fifteen minutes.] 

At one o’clock on Thursday, December 30, luncheon was 
servd to members of the Association at the Case Club. 


FIFTH SESSION, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30 
Physics Lecture Room, Case School of Applied Science 


The session began at 2.30 p. m. 


The reading of papers was continued. 


22. “The Translation of Dialect Literature.” By 
Professor Bayard Quiney Morgan, of the University of 
Wisconsin. 

[Modern means of communication and transportation stimulate 
growth of local pride, with cultivation of common speech. Dialect 


as literary medium; consequent problem for translators. Dialect de- 
fined and caracterized. Two methods of dealing with it: (a) Arti- 
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ficial dialect, its merits and demerits; (b) Adaptation of existing 
dialect similar to the original. Despite serius difficulties, this 
method must represent the ideal—Twenty minutes.] 


23. “ Sedaine’s Operetta L’Isola Incantata.” By Mr. 
Francis A. Waterhouse, of the University of Pennsylvania. 


[The aim of the paper was to present the available evidence for and 
against the authenticity of this recently discoverd operetta; to 
comment on the work as a drama and as a libretto; and to discuss 
the composer’s score.—Fifteen minutes.] 


24. “ The William A. Speck Collection of Goetheana.” 
By Dr. Carl F. Schreiber, of Yale University. 


[A general survey of the collection. Mr. Speck’s original aims. 
The present condition of the collection. Every branch of Goethe's 
activity represented—as a poet, scientist, artist, statesman. First 
editions of most of Goethe’s works. Letters by Goethe and to 
Goethe. A very valuable collection of medallions of Goethe. Orig- 
inal drawings. A voluminus collection of pictures of Goethe and 
the whole Weimar circle. The collection especially strong in Faus- 
tiana. An almost unbroken succession of Faust material from Jo- 
hannes Tritemius, 1536, to the present time. Translations of 
Goethe’s works into English, French, Italian, etc., wel represented. 
Work which is being done under Mr. Speck’s guidance. The ulti- 
mate aim of the collection —Twenty minutes.] 


25. “ Fourteen Unpublished Letters by Henry Crabb 
Robinson ; A Chapter in his Appreciation of Goethe.” By 
Dr. Adolph B. Benson, of Yale University. 


[In 1832 and 1833 Robinson publisht in the Monthly Repository 
a series of articles or. Goethe and his works. These letters, a part 
of the William A. Speck collection of Goetheana in Yale University, 
ar addrest to the editor of the Monthly Repository and deal with 
the publication of these articles. The letters thro new light on the 
contemporary English attitude toward German literature and make 
significant references to Carlyle and Coleridge. It is a delicate 
problem to introduce Goethe to a public which is not interested in 
him. Several times Robinson, discouraged, thretens to giv up the 
work, but is persuaded to complete the series.—T'wenty minutes.] 


26. “Some Forerunners of the Tatler and the Spec- 
tator.” By Dr. Willard H. Durham, of Yale University. 
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{This paper attempted to make somewhat clearer the transition 
from the Caracter Books to the periodicals of Addison and Steele, 
by shoing that between 1700 and 1709 Caracters wer popular, that 
they wer then incorporated into familiar essays, that such produc- 
tions presented groups of Caracters suggestiv of +he Spectator’s 
Club, and that they appeard as periodicals —Twenty minutes.] 


27. “ The Pastoral Element in Wordsworth.” By Dr. 
Leslie N. Broughton, of Cornell University. 


[A survey and analysis of the transition which took place in pas- 
toral poetry between the age of Pope and that of Wordsworth, shoing 
that pastoral literature did not cease to exist at the end of the 
eighteenth century, as often stated, but in the poetry of Wordsworth 
regaind many of its true and enduring elements found in the poetry 
of Theocritus. Wordsworth’s use and theory of the pastoral as set 
forth in his prose and poetical works.—Twenty minutes.] 


28. ‘“Spenser’s Early Associates.” By Dr. Perey W. 
Long of Harvard University. 


{A critical reconstruction of Spenser’s life prior to his secretary- 
ship in Ireland, especially in his connection with Bishop Young; to- 
gether with the apparent source of Mother Hubberd’s Tale and a 
new interpretation of it as it affects Spenser’s political affiliations.— 
Fifteen minutes.] 


At 5.12 p. m. the Association adjurnd. 


PAPERS RED BY TITLE 


The folloing papers, presented to the Association, wer 
red by title only: 


29. “The Legend of Saint Alexius in Grand Opera.” By Pro- 
fessor Rudolph Altrocchi, of the University of Chicago. 


[That such a severely ascetic legend as that of Saint Alexius 
should hav been taken as the subject for operatic treatment is cer- 
tainly peculiar. This was done, however, in the eighteenth century 
in France, and in the seventeenth century in Italy, where the com- 
poser was so prominent a man as Luigi Rospigliosi, later Pope 
Clement IX. This givs another proof of the extraordinary vitality 
and diffusion of this ancient legend. A careful study of these operas 
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wil sho, moreover, what strange literary changes the austere story 
of the “man of God” had to undergo in order to adapt itself to 


melodramatic form.] 


30. “Christine de Pisan and her Vision.” By Professor Earle 
B. Babcock, of New York University. 


{New details of Christine’s biography to be gleand from the 
Vision, written in 1505. Tho clothed in medieval garb, like the 
other visions of the middle ages, and full of patriotic citations, the 
Vision is a very human document. Christine in many respects a 
modern woman. From the linguistic point of view the Vision pre- 
sents interesting and valuable phenomena. ] 


31. “A Neglected Source of Milton’s Lycidas.” By Professor 
Edward C. Baldwin, of the University of Illinois. ‘ 


[Milton’s invectiv against the corrupt clergy of his day has a 
striking counterpart in a passage in Ezekiel’s prophecy. The Hebrew 
text helps to elucidate the veild thret at the end of the passage in 
the elegy, and also the reference to the sword of Michael in the epic. 
These two passages, red in the light of Ezekiel’s prophecy, appear 
to be closely related. Indeed, it appears not improbable that the 
“two-handed engin” of the elegy is the sword of God’s justis, and, 
so, identical with the one that Michael wields in the epic.] 


32. “The Medieval Legend of Judas Iscariot.” By Dr. Paull F. 
Baum, of Harvard University. 

[The story of homicide, parricide, theft, incest, and suicide which 
past in the Middle Ages for the life of Judas Iscariot is found in 
almost every language and cuntry of Europe, but was apparently 
never recognized by the Church. The erliest ms. which contains it 
was written in twelfth-century Latin at S. Victor; the erliest form 
of the legend is in the fourteenth-century Gascon Passion. It may 
hav been (as is generally held) an adaptation of the (dipus myth, 
and therefore of monkish origin; or since its motifs ar all folk-lore 
motifs, it may hav originated among the people. Very interesting ar 
the chap-book versions in England, France, Denmark, and Sweden. 
It was taken down from oral recitation in the last century in Galicia.] 


33. “The French Glosses in Rashi’s Talmudical Commentary.” 
By Professor David S. Blondheim, of the University of Illinois. 


{The Hebrew commentary of Rashi of Troyes (1040-1105) upon 
the Babylonian Talmud contains some twenty-one hundred French 
glosses written in Hebrew caracters. The interest and importance of 
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these glosses hav been briefly indicated by Arséne Darmesteter in 
Romania 1 (1872), pp. 146 ff. A forthcoming edition of the glosses, 
based largely upon Darmesteter’s unpublisht materiais, as wel as upon 
additional manuscripts and printed texts, wil provide examples of 
many French words hitherto not cited from so erly a date, present 
certain words in forms more primitiv than those found in our 
ordinary texts, render the meaning of some terms clearer than it 
heretofore has been, and establish the existence of certain words 
hitherto unknown. The lexicographical data thus obtaind thro 
some light upon French phonology and ar of high value for the 
study of French etymology.] 


34. “Stray Notes on Ibsen.” By Dr. J. Lassen Boysen, of the 
University of Texas. 


[The source of the ‘tgr ikke’ motif in Ibsen’s Folkefjende is a 
letter from Director Schrider of the Christiania Theater, dated Dec. 
20, 1881, and quoted in Blane, H. I. og Christiania Theater 1859-1899, 
Christiania, 1906, pp. 45f. Camilla Collett’s Amtmandens D¢ttre the 
source of the ‘miracle’ motif in Dukkehjem and Fruen fra Havet.] 


35. “ Longfellow’s Relation to German Literature.” By Pro- 
fessor Willis A. Chamberlin, of Denison University. 


[Longfellow’s visit to Germany (1835-6) coincides with a distinct 
advance in his writings. He was benignly influenced by German 
literature; he gaind new conceptions of poetry and enlarged visions 
of life; he was in sympathy with romanticism as it was modified by 
Goethe’s philosophy. Hyperion indicativ of his views. Longfellow 
interpreted to America the spirit of German life; he presented ideal- 
ism to a practical age, and exerted wide infiuence.] 


36. “The Miracle Play in England—Nomenclature.” By Pro- 
fessor George R. Coffman, of the University of Montana. 


[This paper makes a critical study into the actual use of the term 
Miracle Play in England from the thirteenth to the seventeenth cen- 
turies. The present state of opinion among historians of the Eng- 
lish drama is that the term during that period came to include all 
religius plays. An examination of the dramatic nomenclature as 
employd in medieval popular references and official records leads to 
the conclusion that there is no sound basis for the present belief.] 


37. “La Bruyére and the English Periodical Essay.” By Professor 
Ronald 8S. Crane, of Northwestern University. 


[Altho some consideration has been given by scholars to the influ- 
ence of La Bruyére’s Caractéres on the essays in the Tatler and 
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Spectator, no one has defined accurately either the nature and extent 
of this influence or the channels thru which it workt. The present 
paper is an attempt to thro fresh light on these two questions.] 


38. “Middle English grey eyes and brent browes.” By Dr. Wal- 
ter Clyde Curry, of Vanderbilt University. 


[The ME. term, grey eyes, has the definit significance light blue 
eyes because it translates regularly (a) oculis glaucis from the 
Latin, and (b) les yeux vair from the Old French. Both glaucus and 
vair mean a light bluish-green or blue. 

Brent browes (plur.), before Douglas, means high eyebrows, since 
it is found to translate supercilia....elevata. After Douglas, brent 
brow (sing.) signifies a high, smooth, forehed.] 


39. “The Origin and Development of Herbert Spencer’s Prin- 
ciple of Economy Applied to Literature.” By Mr. George B. Denton, 
of Northwestern University. 


[Spencer’s presentation of Economy as a dynamic principle, or- 
ganic, evolutionary, and social, in the last few paragraphs of The 
Ph*!:sophy of Style is out of harmony with the presentation of 
Economy as a static principle, mechanical, psychological, and indi- 
vidual, in the major part of the essay. To account for this discre- 
pancy, the folloing hypothesis is offerd: The Philosophy of Style is 
largely the same in substance as an erlier, unpublisht essay, written 
about 1844 and no longer extant, entitled Force of Expression; the 
last few paragraphs wer added in 1852 when the essay was prepared 
for publication. The proof shoes, in the first and major part of 
The Philosophy of Style, the presence of (1) ideas in regard to 
words, similar to those set down in memoranda by Spencer in 1844, 
(2) traces of Phrenology, of which Spencer was an adherent in 1844, 
tho not in 1852, (3) quotations and allusions which ar more likely 
to hav been chosen in 1844 than in 1852, and, in the last few para- 
graphs, the presence of (4) von Baer’s formula, unknown to Spencer 
until 1851.] 


40. “Luther’s Use of the New Testament in German before De- 
cember, 1521.” By Professor Warren Washburn Florer, of the Uni- 
versity of Michigan. 

[An examination of all the passages of the New Testament used 
by Luther before December, 1521, shoes that the September-Bibel is a 
revision of a version practically complete before Luther went to the 
Wartburg. This version was the product of careful study, observa- 
tion, meditation on linguistic problems, and intelligent use of erlier 
German versions.] 
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41. “The Katharsis-Theory in Germany Before 1730.” By Dr. 
Jos. E. Gillet, of the University of Illinois. 


{The development of the Aristotelian katharsis-theory is traced 
from what seems to be its first appearance in Germany (1534) to 
the publication of Gottsched’s Critische Dichtkunst. A gradual 
shifting from a broadly social aim to a standpoint of individualistic 
hedonism is illustrated and discust.] 


42. “Jonson’s Epicoene and Lady Arabella Stuart.” By Profes- 
sor Thornton Shirley Graves, of Trinity College, N. C. 


{On February 18, 1610, the Venetian representativs in England 
wrote that a certain comedy was supprest because it containd an 
objectionable allusion to Lady Arabella Stuart and “ the part playd 
by the Prince of Moldavia.” Since Jonson’s Epicoene met with dis- 
favor when it was acted at about the time of the letter above, and 
since the play contains a passage which might wel hav been construed 
as an uncomplimentary reference to Lady Arabella at a period when 
gossip was especially busy with her affairs, it is highly probable that 
Jonson’s drama is the unfortunate production referd to by the 
Venetian representativs. ] 


43. “Transitive Verbs in Germanic.” By Dr. Alexander Green, 
of the University of Illinois. 


[The paper presents a discussion of the interrelations observable be- 
tween the transitiv and intransitiv concepts in the Germanic lan- 
guages, especially with a view to defining the conditions under which 
intransitivs seemingly may pass over into the transitiv category.] 


44. “The Influens of Harmonic Melody on the Development of 
Strofic Form in Poetry.” By Professor George Pullen Jackson, of the 
University of North Dakota. 


[The important medieval evolution from unrimed non-strofic poetry 
to that which used end-rime in comparativly complex strofic types 
syncronizes quite exactly with an equally momentus development in 
music from a non-harmonic to a harmonic era. The author defends 
the hypothesis that the two developments bear to each other a direct 
causal relationship; that is, that the evolution in music has been the 
main factor in giving direction to the development of poetic form.] 


45. “Friedrich Hebbel is the Superman.” By Dr. Heinrich C. 
Keidel, of the Ohio State University. 


[I. Nietzsche’s Superman. II. Hebbel’s ideas, ideals, and life; (a) 
humility and sympathy with the weak; (6) destruction, (c) “ eleva- 
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tion of man”; (d) the “wil for power”; (e) heroes and tribal 
morals; (f) the Superwoman. III. The nineteenth century. |} 


46. “ About Face in Fonetics.” By Professor Robert J. Kellogg, 
of the James Millikin University. 


{The grafic speech records of experimental fonetics demonstrate 
speech-flo to be a continuum caracterized at every point by constant 
gradual changes of volume, pitch, and quality. It is not resolvable 
into discrete sounds, but into sloer or more rapidly shifting fases 
corresponding respectivly to so-cald fixt-position sounds and glides. 
It folloes that the changing continuum of speech-flo is the funda- 
mental datum and starting point of fonetics. We must therefore 
exactly reverse the former procedure of that science. As illustrations 
of the new method, two problems, (1) syllabication and (2) the psy- 
chological analysis of speech-flo into quasi unitary sounds, ar con- 
siderd from this point of view.] 


47. “ Analysis of Style in Composition.” By Dr. Percy W. Long, 
of Harvard University. 


[A new method for courses in literary criticism or composition 
by which technical caracteristics and devices of structure, diction, 
texture, movement, and tenor, ar isolated for individual study or 
imitation seriatim. The aim is to place the student in possession 
one by one of a number of features of literary technique and enable 
him to see the means by which writers hav achievd specific effects. ] 


48. “ Spenser’s Muiopotmos as an Allegory.” By Miss Jessie M. 
Lyons, of the University of Chicago. 


[Folloing Craik’s suggestion that the poem is a veild represen- 
tation of recent events, the writer attempts to sho what was in 
Spenser’s mind when he wrote Muiopotmos. The theory takes into 
consideration the first two stanzas of the poem, which ar usually 
cast aside, and emphasizes their part in giving direction and allegori- 
cal import to the story. By considering contemporary events, the 
personal relations of Spenser at the time, and the veild allusions in 
the story of Clarion, we may fix upon the person whom the poet has 
in mind.] 


49. “Spielhagen’s Theory of the Novelle: 1863-1898.” By Pro- 
fessor McBurney Mitchell, of Brown University. 

[Spielhagen’s theory of the novelle is based on two main dicta, 
neither of which seems to hav been discust in any theory of the 
short-story: 1) novelle and roman ar essentially different, in that 
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the former deals only with fully developt caracters, the latter chiefly 
with caracters stil in process of development; 2) novelle and drama 
ar so closely related as literary genres that the novelle is almost 
always capable of successful dramatization, the novel never. Neither 
of these conceptions was original with Spielhagen. The first goes 
back directly to Theodor Mundt (Kritische Wdlder, 1833). The 
second had its inception in Lessing’s Literaturbriefe (1767), receivd 
its first real development at the hands of A. W. Schlegel (Berliner 
Vortriége, 1803-04), and is first boldly carried out to its logical con- 
clusion by Spielhagen.] 


50. “The Narcissa Episode in Young’s Night Thoughts.” By Mr. 
Horace W. O’Connor, of the Indiana University. 

[The untenableness of Professor Walter Thomas’s theory that the 
Narcissa mentiond in Night III was an illegitimate daughter of 
Young, buried clandestinly shortly after his wife’s deth in 1740. 
The strong likelihood that Young got his idea from a comedy by 
George Farquhar. The Narcissa episode is a poetic fusion of the 
Farquhar incident with Young’s own experience when he took his 
step-daughter to France.] 


51. “ Auerbach and Nietzsche.” By Dr. Allen W. Porterfield, of 
Barnard College. 


[After commenting on Nietzsche’s critical references to Auerbach 
and listing a number of expressions which Auerbach coind and 
Nietzsche used, the author has made a study of Auf der Héhe (1865) 
and Also sprach Zarathustra (1885) by way of attempting to prove 
that the latter contains echoes of the former. ] 


52. “New-World Analogues of the English and Scottish Popular 
Ballads.” By Professor Louise Pound, of the University of Nebraska. 


[Analogies hav been drawn recently, as to manner of composi- 
tion, between the English and Scottish popular ballads, and certain 
groups of folk-song arising in America. This paper inquires how 
far these analogies hold. It also concerns itself with the question, 
Is the making of popular ballads really an “ extinct process” _—To 
appear in The Mid-West Quarterly, April, 1916.] 


53. “Chaucer’s Dares.” By Professor Robert K. Root, of Prince- 
ton University. 

{Tho Chaucer several times mentions Dares, there is no clear 
evidence that he ever used the De Eacidio Trojae Historia. There 
was, however, another work which past under the name of Dares, a 
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poem in Latin hexameters, written late in the twelfth century by 
Joseph of Exeter, which in the surviving Mss. bears the title Frigii 
daretis ylias. From this poem Chaucer drew suggestions for his 
portraits of Diomede, Criseyde, and Troilus in Book v of Troilus; 
and in two of the mss. of Troilus the scribe has written lines from 
Joseph’s poem beside the corresponding lines of Chaucer. The catalog 
of trees in the Parliament of Fowls seems also to sho Joseph's 
influence. When Chaucer bids us read Dares, it is probably the poem 
of Joseph of Exeter that he has in mind.] 


54. “Il Principe of Machiavelli in Spain.” By Mr. Vincenzo de 
Santo, of the University of Pennsylvania. 


[This study consists of four parts: (1) a brief consideration of 
the translations of the Principe into Spanish; (2) an examination 
of the principal Spanish Antimachiavellisti, Pedro Rivadeneyra, Juan 
Marquez, and Claudius Clement; (3) the influence of /1 Principe on 
the works of Baltasar Gracian and of Diego de Saavedra Fajardo; 
(4) a study of Feijoo and “ Azorin” as defenders of Machiavelli.] 


55. “The Historical Value of Barbour’s Bruce: a Comparison of 
Bks. XI, xm, and x1 with the Chronicles.” By Professor Grace F. 
Shepard, of Wheaton College. 


[This paper, preliminary to a similar examination of the whole 
poem, arranges in actual juxtaposition the text of Barbour and pas- 
sages from chronicles or state papers which either corroborate or 
contradict the Scottish poet. The examination, in the writer’s opin- 
ion, shoes the essential truthfulness of Barbour’s account of Bannock- 
burn. He may perhaps exaggerate numbers, he may put words into 
the mouths of kings and generals, as Thucydides did before him, he 
may giv a few unsupported but perfectly feasible details, and he 
is perhaps unjustly contradicted with regard to a few others; but 
with regard to most of the incidents of the conflict, and with regard 
to all vital matters, he is abundantly approved.] 


56. “Cantos x and x1 of the Fifth Book of the Faerie Queene in the 
Light of Historical Documents.” By Dr. Winifred Smith, of Vassar 
College. 


[Spenser moulds historic fact to his poetic purpose. He poetizes 
Leicester’s unlucky campaign in the Netherlands in such a way that 
it appears a symbol of justis and mercy combined. He represents 
both Leicester and Elizabeth as moved by the most generus of motivs 
in their interference between the States and Spain, suppresses the 
meannesses, the mismanagement, and the horrors of the expedition, 


Xxxii MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION 


and turns its concluding failure into a glorius success for his hero. 
The diplomatic correspondence of the period reveals the true story.] 


57. “The Usurer in Elizabethan Drama.” By Professor Arthur 
Bivins Stonex, of Trinity College, Conn. 


[The usurer, possibly a descendant of the Avarice of morality 
drama, was one of several stock caracters that appeard in some sixty 
Elizabethan plays, the most of which conformd to one of two fairly 
distinct and sloly developt plots. The surprisingly frequent use of 
these plots, caracters, and even minor situations throes a not very 
favorable light upon the practices of certain representativ play- 
wrights of the time.] 


58. “The Elizabethan Tragedy of Revenge.” By Miss Mary Re- 
becca Thayer, of Vassar College. 


[The Elizabethan tragedies of revenge should not be regarded as 
forming a “type” of drama. A type is made up of plays possessing 
resemblances which ar essential features and without which, there- 
fore, the genre cannot exist: examples of such types ar chronicle 
and pastoral drama. A careful examination of Elizabethan revenge 
tragedies, beginning with the erliest-known specimens, shoes that 
their many and striking similarities ar not of such a caracter, but 
ar due merely to their writers’ appropriation of incidents and situa- 
tions alredy proved successful; in other words, there is not one of 
these similarities which cannot be, and has not been in some one 
of the plays, dispenst with. The consideration of such adventitius 
resemblances as composing a type leads to such a grave misappre- 
hension as puts The Atheist’s Tragedy, where there is no personal 
vengeance, but where the familiar motifs are abundant, into the 
class of revenge tragedy, and omits therefrom Titus Andronicus, 
which is full of revenge, but has comparativly few of the imitativ 


features. ] 


59. “The Place Given to Dramatic Instinct in Theodor Fontane’s 
Theory of the Drama.” By Professor Bertha E. Trebein, of Agnes 
Scott College. 

{Theodor Fontane’s theory of the drama has to do rather with the 
balancing of esthetic values than with the fixing of principle. The 
distinction between comedy and farce, the use of situation, the possi- 
bilities of the problem-play, the lyric element, external form, and 
language ar all approacht from the point of view of dramatic instinct, 
and the dramatist is granted freedom in method so long as he shoes 
an unfailing sense for artistic adjustment. ] 
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60. “The Dialects of Basilicata and the Puglie.” By Professor 
Herbert H. Vaughan, of the University of Pennsylvania. 


{In the dialects of this region the Greek element is of considerable 
importance. Greek accents hav been retaind in many places, and the 
phenomenon of iotacization has taken place locally. The influence of 
the final vowel upon that of the tonic syllable and the development of 
Latin ll present many interesting problems.] 


61. “Some Tendencies of Italian Lyric Poetry in the Trecento.” 
By Dr. Charles E. Whitmore, of Harvard University. 


[Many of the developments of Italian lyric in the fourteenth cen- 
tury result from the conflict of the realistic tendency latent in the 
dolce stil nuovo, and past on after the dissolution of the school, with 
varius dispersiv tendencies—the incessant internal strife of the age, 
the humble estate of many poets, and their consequent dependence on 
capricius patrons. These tendencies produced others of a more purely 
literary nature—abuse of erudition, decay of lyrical technique—and 
eventually caused the downfall of the sounder tradition. The influ- 
ence of Petrarch, which would hav workt in the same direction, was 
not fully manifested until later.] 
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Detiverp on Tuespay, December 28, 1915, at CLEVE- 
LAND, Onto, at THE Turrty-THirp AnNuAL Meet- 
ING (Turrp Union Meetrne) or THE 
Lanevacr Association OF AMERICA 


By Jerrerson B. FLercuer 


OUR OPPORTUNITY 


All the world has mobilized, or is mobilizing. Ameri- 
ean commerce has mobilized, or talks of mobilizing, for 
the conquest of the markets of the world. American 
finance brags of mobilizing the imperial seat of credit 
from London to New York. Daily the prophets of our 
press exhort us to seize the golden moment, the golden 
opportunity,—perhaps for the chivalrous spirit all too 
literally golden. They have invited also American schol- 
arship to go in and win,—now that Europe in her folly 
has temporarily thrown away her leadership. 

It is not wholly glorious to prosper by others’ beggary. 
The Spanish have a proverb,—“ In the country of the blind 
the one-eyed man is king.” Yet surely, the true man would 
rather be a plain citizen where all have clear vision. Espe- 
cially he would in competitions of the mind, where, as 
Dante says, 

By so many the more there are who say ‘Ours,’ 

So much the more of good doth each possess. 
If battling Europe were indeed to become bankrupt in 
learning, it would be small matter of congratulation for 
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American scholarship to be appointed receiver. Should 
the Dark Ages return overseas,—the really Dark Ages, in 
deference to our ex-president,—would it comfort that our 
universities become walled-in strongholds of learning like 
the early monasteries, desperate fastnesses, lonely in an 
enemy world of barbarism? What but a Jean and starvel- 
ing wisdom could there survive ? 

I predict no such extreme disaster. The veneer of Euro- 
pean civilization is not, let us hope, as thin as that. Yet 
her situation is bad enough, and grows worse. In her 
halls of learning are only old men and strangers; and her 
young men—teachers, scholars, writers with the rest—are 
falling like leaves. And those who may survive, in what 
mood can they be for calm and disinterested scholarship ? 
And what response can they expect in their war-torn, im- 
poverished lands? Europe must brace herself against the 
hard material needs of a broken life. She would seem lit- 
tle capable of inviting her soul to arts and letters. Con- 
quest for us in these realms, therefore, might well appear 
to be pathetically easy. 

Yet we may not be too sure. There is another side. 
As Professor Leonhard has recently said, “ This war re- 
called people to the sense of life which obliges us to regard 
our existence as a continual duty to self-sacrifices.” The 
war has brought Europe to a tragic sense of life. There 
should follow the katharsis of tragedy for those who have 
come to feel deeply that sense of life, and in self-devotion 
to act upon it. In spite of exposure, privation, strain, 
men seem to have grown stronger of body in the trenches, 
stronger of mind and will. Mean souls may be merely 
calloused by constant deadly peril, by constant call to sac- 
rifice ; but the brave soul is raised above itself. 

Reaction there may be afterward; but, in spite of the 
pessimists, I cannot believe that this testing by fire must 
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wholly consume the good will with the evil. When the 
teachers and scholars who may survive, go back to class- 
rooms and study, they must bring with them some spirit 
of the open—and of the deeps. That tragic sense of life, 
to which they have been recalled, must, it seems, cleanse 
their minds of the dry-rot of pedantry and the mildew of 
dilettantism. Their learning may take on the perspective 
of wisdom. We in our fat peace have the leisure, the 
money, the trained men, but can we surely contest with 
Europe’s remnant of scholars the deepened insight and the 
strengthened will ? 

At least, there may be small danger of our becoming the 
one-eyed master in any schoolroom of the blind. To make 
good our opportunity, we shall need more than ever both 
eyes of the mind,—the eye of understanding and the eye 
of imagination. It takes two eyes, I believe, to see things 
in the round. The one eye of him who has learning with- 
out imagination reports only surfaces. 

Is our own learning at all lacking in imagination? I 
ask the question; for prudence demands that we look into 
our equipment before undertaking the offensive against 
European scholarship. I ask the question; but have not 
myself imagination enough to answer it fairly. Evidences 

-of imagination in the greater part of our learned writings 
escape me; but the defect may well be mine. 

I feel more confident in asserting that we could, as a 
class, show a higher seriousness of purpose. I do not mean 
solemnity. We are solemn enough. There is indeed a 
kind of flippancy which may be called professorial; but 
there is commonly something forced and conscious about 
it, like the forced impudence of a bashful man. 

I say we could have a higher seriousness of purpose. 
I find a goodly number in our profession—by no means 
always the younger ones—who are frankly willing, even 
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eager, to admit that the little things we fuss over are of 
no great importance. Shop is just shop—a job to be 
lived up to decently, and to live by—as decently as pos- 
sible. The attitude is assumed even by some who take a 
keen sporting interest in literary problems. I use the 
word sporting advisedly. A friend of mine, internation- 
ally known for his literary researches, once confessed 
to me that he took up his problems for the same rea- 
son that others took up chess-problems,—as a cure for bore- 
dom. Of course, he said, I don’t care a rap for the solu- 
tions: who does? Now no doubt my friend may have been 
posing a little. His attitude may have been a bit Byronic, 
certainly defensive. Academic people nowadays are mor- 
tally afraid of appearing to take themselves too seriously. 
The mood is wholesome, but also dangerous. Habitual 
self-depreciation in the long run really depreciates the 
self. The dog that gives himself a bad name comes not 
unlikely to deserve it. At any rate, I cannot but contrast 
the languid cynicism towards his job of my friend, the 
professor, with the eager enthusiasm of a physician under 
whose care I happened to be not long ago. There was a 
medical congress going on at the time. He used to come 
from its sessions like a college boy from a football victory. 
His zeal made him try out certain therapeutic novelties on 
me,—with results I care less to remember. But his 
enthusiasm was impressive, contagious. 

Frankly, how many of us are following the sessions of 
this Association with any such enthusiasm? Of course, I 
recognize that our issues are less exciting. We are not 
discussing questions of life and death. True, we as teach- 
ers are making for the health of the mind, for culture. 
But people can live without enlture. And, in any case, our 
bookishness is not the sole means to culture. As makers 
of books about books, we are not even bookmen by first 
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intention. We are critics; and Bacon reports that “ Sir 
Henry Wotton used to say that critics are like brushers of 
noblemen’s clothes.” At least, it is a useful, though 
menial, service; but in war-times it may be dispensed 
with. In fact, outside folk take sma!l note of us. When 
recently, a friend told me of an article in the Hibbert 
Journal by President Thwing on The Effect of the Euro- 
pean War on Higher Learning in America, I was dis- 
quieted. Had the President stolen my small thunder? On 
the contrary. He considered various and sundry depart- 
ments of higher learning. Literary scholarship he not 
even mentioned. Strange: in an issue touching so deeply 
the imagination and emotions of mankind as this world- 
war, one would suppose literature, intimate expression as 
it is of human imagination and emotion, would have been 
an unescapable topic. But was it literature, or American 
learning thereanent, that President Thwing considerrd 
negligible? I do not know; but I know that others will 
not take our results seriously, if we do not take them seri- 
ously ourselves. 

I have spoken of what may be called our defensive self- 
depreciation. We would steal, as it were, the world’s 
laughter. There is also a certain condescension in literary 
scholars towards their job due to the conviction that a 
diviner fire than of learning burns in them. They lan- 
guish in scholastic meadows like Ruth “ amid the alien 
corn.” For they came not to criticize literature, but to 
create it. Want, spiritual and material, not will, keeps 
them with us. They serve Alma Mater as Dante the 
donna pietosa—as a lady of consolation. They deprecate 
as earnestly as he, anybody taking her for their first choice. 

And naturally, these ‘hyphenates’ cleave, within 
bread-and-butter limits, to the higher and secret allegiance. 
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With Longfellow they sigh: “ This college work is like a 
great hand laid on all the strings of my lyre, stopping their 
vibrations.” To hide the menial livery of cap-and-gown, 
they put on cap-and-bells. They lecture by epigram, and 
will mar sense to “ make the unskilful laugh.” 

This last is indeed a temptation to even our soberer sort. 
Every profession has its special danger. Our danger is 
the seduction of the immature mind, our intellectual 
target. In sterner patriarchal days, the pedagogue domi- 
nated, and became, by excess of quality, the pedant. In 
this day and land of equality, when youth will be served, 
we pedagogues placate. We become entertainers. Already 
the ‘ movie’ has been introduced into the classroom. And 
youth—literary youth—has a keen palate for spiceries of 
phrase. To titillate the taste, there has been evolved a 
peculiar wit,—peculiar, I mean, to academic lectures. If 
I may venture a definition which is also—by intention, at 
least—an illustration, I should say that this manner of wit 
prefers the paradoxology to any plainsong, that it is a 
second classroom facetiousness, a spot-lighter vein of 
hypercriticism, devoted to splitting March-hairs on the 
temples of truth, and putting the sob into sobriety. I don’t 
know if you recognize the type? Well, here is a real, if 
milder, specimen from a learned journal. The writer 
wished to say that, in renaissance opinion, a poet is 
inspired, yet must perfect his gift by labor and learning. 
What he did say was: “ To put it Elizabethan-wise: it is 
true, poeta nascitur non fit; ergo, once nascitur, it devolves 
upon him to fit himself.” Well, the original classroom 
smiled,—grimly, but smiled. And any classroom smile is 
precious. I forbear to name the author. But—“ he that 
is without sin among you, let him cast the first stone! ” 

Now there is a larger scale temptation for us to commit 
adulteration on sober speaking. Lengthened across our 
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broad land, the stony-eyed classroom front is the front of 
the American public. Only recently an American pro- 
fessor of literature has told us again how crude we are, 
how cruder still we are bound to become. “ In the thor- 
ough-going democracy of the future, to which all the signs 
are pointing,” he says, “ literature, in this sense ” (he has 
just defined its true sense), literature “seems likely to be 
an anachronism.” For, he says, the taste of the masses 
will rule; and what Walt Whitman calls “the divine 
average ”’ will give the one universal standard. Personally, 
I question the depressing forecast. We are not now alto- 
gether governed by plebiscite. We are rather increasingly 
ready to surrender our average or collective judgment to 
experts. Why must the average man remain stiff-necked 
about literature alone? We follow the leader gladly,— 
when he appears. When a William James comes along, 
he gets a hearing and a following,—not so much for his 
metaphysical thought, which is caviare to the general, but 
for his humanity, his high seriousness, his eloquent sin- 
cerity. And humanity and high seriousness are attainable 
virtues. Once possessed, they make for the eloquence of 
sincerity. And more of all three qualities among us would 
have made it impossible, I believe, for President Thwing 
to ignore us in his survey of higher learning in America. 

But temptation to cater to the Philistines undoubtedly 
exists. There is a bastard-spirit of humanity about, which 
makes not for true intellectual leadership, but against it. 
IT mean that apostleship of a so-called “broad human 
appeal,” which keeps its ear to the ground to hear how the 
cat jumps. It moves in academic, as in political, circles; 
although, fortunately, our professional stakes are not such 
as to attract the full-sized promoter, the real ‘ get-rich- 
quick-Wallingford.’ But now and then, some educational 
drummer does hawk about his cheap, machine-made 
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samples, and exploit to the extent of his moderate ability 
the gullible female mind; or, beating his loud tom-tom in 
the classroom, may attract esthetes and “ such small deer ” 
of the student-herd. Sometimes, by sheer publicity he 
climbs, and, like Milton’s “ wary fiend,” 

As in a cloudy chair, ascending rides 


Audacious; but’ [as Milton adds] that seat soon failing, meets 
A vast vacuity. 


Such commercial smallfry is indeed negligible. 


Let us not speak of them; but look and pass. 


But a subtler temptation to pander to the crowd assails 
us. Theologians talk justifyingly of an accommodation of 
truth. It is manifestly right to accommodate one’s wisdom 
to the capacity and needs of one’s pupils or public. One 
must not talk over people’s heads, or cram them to mental 
indigestion. But the principle can be overworked. There 


is such a thing as making knowledge too easy. Wholly pre- 
digested foods are as little sustaining as foods indigestible. 
And what anyone who runs can read, is scarce likely to be 
worth reading. I remember a lady, who has since cut some 
figure in certain literary circles, telling me with enthusi- 
asm some years ago that she had at last found her true 
spiritual guidance in Bergson. Being interested and igno- 
rant, I asked her about him. And she brought me forth- 
with her own source of enlightenment,—a column and a 
half in the Laterary Digest. 

Now the joke is not altogether on this sister of Her- 
mione, as we call the type in New York. What about us, 
who are constantly in classroom and print feeding out such 
sugared and sublimated pillules of theory to half empty 
and wholly untrained minds? Victor Cousin once asked 
Hegel for a brief statement, in French, of his philosophy. 


xlii MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION 


Hegel is said to have replied that his philosophy could not 
be stated briefly, nor in French. Possibly, the French 
might take it for a compliment. But Hegel was certainly 
right about the brief statement. Knowledge by summary 
only is about as satisfactory as swallowing a pumpkin-seed 
for a Thanksgiving pie. We are amused by the crudely 
uncritical ‘ accommodations’ of medieval writers, who 
naively transform the elegant courtier, Virgil, into a 
solemn and pious doctor. But I am not sure that more 
important misunderstandings are propagated by putting 
Virgil in a ecassgck than by putting Bergson in a nut- 
shell,—especially if the meat must be made soft for any 
teeth, and palatable. 

Easy learning means unreal knowledge. A clever writer 
in the Unpopular Review has called a benevolent dealing 
out of realities, “soft sentimentalism.” Thus the “snap 
course” in college is a species of soft sentimentalism. 
So is much of Sunday supplement and Chautauquan cir- 
cuit and extension lecture. But there is also, as the Unpop- 
ular Reviewer adds, a “ hard sentimentalism.” This, too, 
dispenses unrealities, but in a spirit other than benevolent. 
And there is a kind of scholarly teaching and writing 
which properly, I think, may be classed under hard 
sentimentalism. It is a kind that rejects all spirit of. 
accommodation. It explodes erudition like shrapnel, but 
aims—not infrequently—at men of straw. In monographs, 
it proceeds with foot-notiose precision to a ponderous 
inconclusion, lightening its solemnity with gestures of 
ironic scorn for all past or possible contradiction. Through 
these monographs wander, lonely and mysterious, unat- 
tached letters of the alphabet, capital A’s and B’s and C’s, 
or these are linked together into diagrams subtler than 
Arachne’s web. Far from catering to the many, hard 
sentimentalism in scholarship repels even the few. Not 
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Brunhild in her fire-ringed sleep, was more unapproach- 
able. Within the covers of our learned periodicals, how 
much sleepy wisdom still awaits the paper-cutter of some 
unflinching Siegfried ¢ 

I do not mean to be unfair. Of course, between experts 
a technical short-hand is as justifiable as his signs and 
symbols to a mathematician. The layman, not being 
addressed, has no right to complain of its unintelligibility. 
By all means, let technical literary scholarship observe the 
rigor of a symbolic logic. Let it observe a rigorous logic 
of any kind. Frankly, it does not seem to me that in our 
literary scholarship, the sense of logic has at all kept up 
with the sense of fact. 

From the days of their examinations on, our novitiates 
of learning have been made to feel that a full mind rather 
than an orderly one is what chiefly counts. The most 
esteemed doctor’s examination I ever attended must have 
sounded from without like a continuous popping of 
corks, question, answer, question, answer, tic-tac. The can- 
didate was as highly charged with the facts of literary 
history as a bottle of bock beer with gas. He fairly went to 
our heads. Among his facts were, of course, formulas and 
‘isms.’ I don’t know whether they meant anything in 
particular for him or not. 

Formulas and ‘ isms’ are, as it is well known, effective 
things to conjure with. Our students also find that out 
early. I used to be astonished at the ease and apparent 
accuracy with which they juggled them in examination- 
books. But one year I tried an experiment. Instead of the 
usual written examinations at mid-years, I gave each 
student an oral quiz in the Socratic manner. The experi- 
ment cost both students and myself a good many bad 
quarter-hours, but it paid. The particular students were 
by no means a stupid or ignorant lot. In the final 
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examinations of the same year the majority of them 
handed in excellent examination-books. In the oral quiz, 
only a few went widely astray in matters of fact. The 
trouble was, that nearly all regarded literary formulas and 
‘isms’ as also mere matters of fact. For instance, a 
Platonist represented to them what Sidney, or Spenser, or 
Shelley was. Platonism itself?—Well, Platonism was a 
religion of beauty in woman. Did Plato himself say that? 
No, sir, you did. Yes, but would Plato have said it?— 
I... Isuppose he would have—in principle. What do 
you mean by “in principle? ”—Why . er... the 
logic of his ideas. What is that logic oI never had a 
course in Plato, sir. 

Well, that specimen-fragment of a quiz is not strictly 
historical, but neither is it a parody. These students, I 
repeat, were conscientious. They were listening, reading, 
taking notes. They had had little or no time for close- 
grappling with the ideas they were listening to or reading 
about. When they found these ideas packed for them into 
convenient formulas or ‘ isms,’ they made mental note of 
these, and could attach them as labels with curious parrot- 
like precision. And with that, they—most of them— 
stopped. 

Naturally, they carry a similar spirit into their re- 
search, as their theses and first drafts of their doctoral dis- 
sertations prove. Almost always these show industry, and 
the abundant information that comes of industry; almost 
never close thinking and orderly presentation. They lack 
composition. I mean logical composition, not correct Eng- 
lish or effective style. These last are indeed ‘ another 
story,’ on which I forbear to dwell. We have heard too 
much of ‘ atrocities.’ 

The worst of it is that these same students—for I am 
speaking of graduate students, nine-tenths of whom are 
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intending teachers—are, to use Dante’s picturesque term, 
ombrifert prefazit, “ cloudy prefaces,” of ourselves. Our 
formulas and shop phrases—disjectissima membra scholae 
—are carried off in their note-books, to serve as a very 
present help in time of trouble. What they have learned 
under us, and the way they have learned it, is passed on 
to their students, and, I suppose, by these in turn to theirs. 
Talk of the aurea catena of the Fathers! 

But, it may be replied, our lectures are but a small part 
of our courses. Our students work when we are not 
talking. That is true, and there is comfort in it. But 
what kind of work are we setting for them? I am dealing 
in generalities. And it is true, generally speaking, that 
upon our graduate students we force almost exclusively 
literature. Each of our departments appears to have hung 
up on its walls the motto,— The whole literature, and 
nothing but the literature.’ To be sure, in most institu- 
tions, a so-called “minor subject” is required. It is 
generally very minor indeed. It is often another liter- 
ature. 

The danger of this literary inbreeding is not, to speak 
accurately, over-specialism. A mere grammarian is like a 
mere physicist. Either may be over-specialized in the 
sense of lacking a broad culture, and yet be a master in his 
own field. The literary student, on the other hand, who 
has merely read poems, novels, essays, plays—no matter 
how many or in how many tongues—is not over-special- 
ized. I would not call him a specialist at all, but rather a 
generalist, or a superficialist. In so far as he has merely 
read and remembered, his mental stock can be but a more 
or less neat alignment of surfaces. The lady who discov- 
ered Bergson in her Literary Digest certainly did not get 
beyond his surface. But is not literature itself also a 
literary digest? Does not dramatist, poet, essayist, novelist 
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each hold up his polished mirror to a nature and a human 
nature already made up and posed by philosopher, his- 
torian, scientist? The literary mirror, however, rarely 
reflects more than the shadowy ensemble, or some effective 
detail, or a subjective impression. Even if the image 
reflected have wider and deeper perspective, its more 
insistent appeal as a work of art is that of Dante’s canzone. 
Understand me or not, he makes it say; but 


Give heed at least how beautiful I am. 


I know that there are those who assure us that when we 
have realized “ how beautiful ” a literary masterpiece is, 
we have gone far enough. I am not at all sure that I un- 
derstand these Impressionists, Intuitionists, Croceans, 
Bergsonians. Dante’s canzone is quite clear in its appeal to 
the reader. It frankly offers its beauty as a consolation. 
If you cannot reach up to my fruit, stand below and enjoy 
my graceful form, my brilliant foliage. But frankly, you 
will never so get all, even the best, of me. But the 
abstraction is false, retort the Intuitionists. The fruit is 
part of the beauty of the tree, its sense of the canzone ; the 
only true appreciation is that which intuits all component 
beauties as one. The critic must become, as one enthusiast 
puts it “(if only for a moment of supreme power) at one 
with the creator.” The idea is a little giddying. One 
thinks of Dante’s ultimate vision, of his intuition of the 
Book of Truth. 

I saw within its depths enclosed all that, 
Which in the universe is scattered leaves, 
With love as in a single volume bound; 

Substance and accidents and properties 


Fused as it were together in such wise, 
That what I speak of is one simple Light. 


In this mystic vision, Dante did become “(if only for a 
moment) at one with the Creator,” and saw the universal 
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masterpiece as the Creator sees it. But in the miracle of 
his intuitive insight, he was raised above humanity; he, 
the mortal, had put off mortality. But mortal under- 
standing moves not by raptures. Dante was well aware of 
the fact ; and if we desire to become really, to the limits of 
our human individual power, at one with him as the 
creator of the Divine Comedy, to enjoy the fruit as well 
as the foliage of his tree of wisdom, we must piece together, 
bit by bit, life as he saw it, think out his problems, step by 
step, as he conceived them; we must climb slowly and 
laboriously, branch by branch, his tree of wisdom. The 
Divine Comedy epitomizes the wisdom of the middle ages. 
As truly, it presupposes that wisdom. For it is, after all, 
but a poet’s literary digest of the chroniclers, astronomers, 
geographers, philosophers, theologians, who in their dry 
and difficult pages alone can make Dante’s meaning clear, 
definite, and particular. Otherwise, our understanding 
of him is little more than ingenious, but capricious, guess- 
work ; or we must confess as Lowell confessed for Edmund 
Spenser, that “the true use of him is as a gallery of 
pictures which we visit as mood takes us.” 

Dante’s thinking is hard scholastic thinking. Do we 
prescribe hard scholastic thinking for our students of 
Dante? On the contrary, we give them other literary 
digests, more poetry, contemporary or antecedent, Italian 
or Latin, Provencal or French. They may discover so 
possible patterns for the form and vesture of the Comedy ; 
but its body of thought remains as heavily veiled as ever, 
to say nothing of the mystic soul within that body. I am 
not forgetting that we lecture to them on such matters, 
formulate the grand tenets of Dante’s thought for them. 
But again, another literary digest! We cannot do these 
things for them; they must do them for themselves. 

I have been led to speak of Dante. Substitute any 
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other great author you please. The fact remains, that for 
the student of belles lettres alone, those letters spell 
knowledge in a simplified spelling. It sounds like knowl- 
edge, but it isn’t knowledge. Of course, I am far from 
meaning to deny the value for culture of wide reading in 
good literature, however casual and impressionistic the 
reading. There is justification for the tradition of our 
French Departments that no student may elect courses in 
later literature until he shall have taken one in the classics 
of the seventeenth century. The chastity of Racine, the 
dignity of Corneille, the nobleness of Bossuet should be for 
him some defense against romantic or realistic aberration 
of taste. The holy armor of classicism, even though in his 
case thin, should serve as in the dark forest of Error, the 
Red Cross Knight’s 


glistring armor made 
A little gloaming light, much like a shade, 


yet enough to show the monster to be fought. 

Valuable as may be such discipline of taste, yet values 
are relative, and to a certain extent, mutually exclusive. 
We cannot eat our cake, and have it. To spread our 
students’ minds out thin over centuries of belles lettres is 
to leave little of their mentality for those other disciplines 
which alone can make belles lettres themselves richly 
meaningful. What light can the eloquence of Racine, 
Corneille, Bossuet throw on the encyclopedic outlook of 
Voltaire or Diderot, the social and political theories of 
Montesquieu or Rousseau, the religion and philosophy of 
Chateaubriand or Lamartine or Renan, the historical 
world-perspective of Victor Hugo? A little, perhaps,—so 
far as the great abstract issues of life are touched by all 
great literary artists; but in any concrete and particular 
way, how negligibly little! When or how are our literary 
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students encouraged, nay, permitted to acquire and digest 
that complex of ideas historical, philosophical, scientific, 
without which any considerable work of imagination is as 
pleasantly sounding brass or a sweetly tinkling cymbal ? 
No doubt, in course or later, the intelligent student works 
at these matters for himself. The odd thing is that we 
insist on giving him a surplus of assistance in precisely 
the field where by predilection he is most at home, and 
leave him to his own unaided resources in those alien and 
vastly more difficult territories. I sometimes think that 
the one subject an intending literary scholar ought not to 
elect in course is literature. 

In making these charges of academicism, dilettantism, 
belletrism, I have spoken, as I suspect and hope, with ex- 
aggeration. But I do believe them not wholly groundless. 
We as a people, however, have always prided ourselves on 
our power to rise to an opportunity. Certainly, if Ameri- 
can literary scholars were given to realize a new human 
and practical usefulness in their job, they would become 
more vitally interested in it; they would make the rest of 
the world more vitally interested in it. 

Now there is, I think, an opportunity growing out of 
this world-war, which, if seized, should make literary 
scholarship more humanly and practically useful. It is 
an opportunity not of competition, but of help. We shall 
not prove our quality by beating Europe now she is down, 
but, by so far as in us lies, helping her up. And helping 
helps the helper. When the sickness of this war is over, 
I believe that for Europe in her moral convalescence lit- 
erature can be made a healing power. Matthew Arnold 
sang powerfully, if with cacophonous opening, in his 
sonnet: 


Who prop, thou ask’st, in these bad days, my mind?— 
He much, the old man, who, clearest-souled of men 
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Saw The Wide Prospect, and the Asian Fen, 
And Tmolus hill, and Smyrna bay, though blind. 


Much he, whose friendship I not long since won, 
That halting slave, who in Nicopolis 

Taught Arrian, when Vespasian’s brutal son 

Clear’d Rome of what most shamed him. But be his 


My special thanks, whose even-balanced soul, 
From first youth tested up to extreme old age, 
Business could not make dull, nor passion wild; 


Who saw life steadily, and saw it whole; 
Tk mellow glory of the Attic stage, 
Singer of sweet Colonus, and its child. 


What can we scholars and teachers of literature do for 
those who turn to it in that spirit ? who turn to ‘ beautiful 
letters’ not for any mere passing sensuous thrill, or im- 
personal curiosity of knowledge, but for propping of their 
minds in days how bad? who find in poetry the Red Cross 
of the wounded spirit ? 

It seems to me that their need and our task are clear. 
If literature is to be a real guide and support, and no mere 
sentimental escape from the realities of a broken life, it 
must be in the fullest sense understood. Arnold gave spe- 
cial thanks to Sophocles, not as to 


The idle singer of an empty day, 


lulling him into a pleasant forgetfulness, but as to one 
Who saw life steadily, and saw it whole. 


But to share the courage-giving wisdom of Sophocles in 
its wholeness, or the vision of Dante, or of Goethe, or of 
Shakspere, or of even lesser prophets, means, as I have 
been saying, not merely to read and passively meditate 
their poetic digests of thought and experience, but intel- 
lectually to realize for ourselves their problem of life as it 
was presented to them, and in their way. When we shall 
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have ourselves gained such insight, we may rightly offer 
ourselves as their interpreters. Otherwise, traduttori, 
traditori. 

Our present opportunity lies, as I say, through a re- 
newed emphasis on interpretative criticism. Since the in- 
troduction some thirty years ago of the doctorate from 
Germany, the emphasis of American scholarship has been 
historical. The passing generation has industriously ac- 
cummulated facts. It has evidentially established who’s 
who, what’s what, when’s when in the chronicle of the 
realms of gold. Also, stimulated by French theories of 
literary evolution, it has tried to trace causal nexuses be- 
tween established facts in the literary chronicle. Its lit- 
erary research has chiefly lain—as casual inspection of 
its publications will show—in the quest of literary rela- 
tions, sources, influences, developments of theme or form. 
Or it has busied itself assiduously with literary personali- 
ties, with the doings of writers when not writing. It has 
grown lean over questions of authorship and text, of dates 
and places of publication, of the ways plays were staged. 

We have every reason to be grateful for this historical 
research. Thanks to it, we know many things unknown to 
our grandfathers, and we know more accurately the things 
they knew. Even more importantly, we have acquired 
through it a new scholarly conscience. Easy generaliza- 
tion is no longer as easy as in the days of Taine. Toa con- 
spicuous degree, we would rather be right than interesting. 

But, having these stores of fact and this disciplined crit- 
ical conscience, are we not in a position to be both right 
and interesting? I mean interesting to others besides our 
scholarly selves. And for most people now, the interest of 
literature is more than ever in its evaluations of life. 
Nations are fighting for their ideals of life; and their 
great writers are chiefly held great for having beautifully 
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and movingly voiced these ideals of life. But it is easy, 
especially in a time of extreme partisanship, to misinter- 
pret great writers to partisan ends. The written word is 
indeed potent, yet nothing is more helpless. The Devil, 
they say, can quote Scripture to his ends. For without 
the sealing spirit, the letter is as malleable wax. During 
the past year, both sides in the conflict have called upon 
Goethe to attest the right of each. Is the great poet really 
so Janus-faced? Or has the letter on which his spirit set 
its seal been blurred by hot prejudice? Who shall answer 
unless the scholar, armed with the facts, a trained mind, 
and a judicial conscience ? 

But we show ourselves still averse to discussion of ideas 
and ideals in literature. The reason may be intellectual 
timidity, well-grounded fear of the difficulty of the matter. 
We think shudderingly of the vague volubility of the Mid- 
Victorians, of Carlyle’s ejacuiations on the ‘ immensities ’” 
and ‘eternities,’ of Matthew Arnold’s acrimonious unc- 
tion, of Ruskin’s opinionated truculence. From all such 
logodeedalian vanity, we say, good Lord deliver us! In- 
deed, we elders here can remember when the dry, white 
light of historical and comparative research broke upon 
the metaphysical shadows and hortatory moonshine in 
which our undergraduate minds had been groping. We 
felt like exclaiming with Rabelais: “ Out of this thick 
Gothic night our eyes are opened to the glorious torch of 
the sun.” And we have been valiantly winning our place 


"in the sun—of science. But too much sun parches a soil, 


and leaves it sterile. Our pastures need watering from the 
older critical spirit, even if with the revivifying shower 
there must come some cloudiness. 

Certainly, the kind of thing Mid-Victorian critics 
talked about is what this world-war is forcing again upon 
the attention of serious persons. Many hold that, which- 
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ever side wins, civilization has lost. They warn against 
the seeming consolations I awhile ago spoke of, and still 
believe in. The heroism and devotion and sacrifice born of 
the crisis, will pass, they say, with the crisis. Moral re- 
action, enervation, relative barbarism, must follow the 
declaration of peace. Whether they are right or not, the 
expediency of preparedness against such a possibility is 
not debatable. There must be a munitioning of the spirit. 
Compared with our need, the need of Arnold’s generation 
to hold fast to the “‘ best that has been thought and said in 
the world,” was trifling. Already, familiar assumptions 
are being questioned, faiths shaken, conventions broken 
down. Questions come thronging back from the Limbo of 
half-forgotten debate—What is true culture? true effi- 
ciency? Does might make right? Is patriotism a fetich ? 
peace a pure negation? international law a bluff? Are 
there more tribal Gods than one?’—These are not now 
‘academic’ questions. Indeed, they have not been for 
some time: the academic mind—at least our part of it— 
has regarded them as irrelevant to the study of letters. 
And yet men of letters have had much to say on such 
matters. 

Hate, which must surely in some degree spring from 
misunderstanding, is building such walls between nations 
as hardly generations may wholly break down. As inter- 
preters of the written word of nations to themselves and to 
their neighbors, we scholars might do something towards 
the correction of misunderstanding, the purging of hate. 
Last summer at the University of Ziirich there was given 
a course of lectures, the aim of which was, in the words of 
the New York Evening Post, “to raise thought about the 
war above the level of ordinary discussion, and to make 
serious studies of the meaning for history and for culture 
of the belligerent nations.” According to the Post, these 
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lectures were impressive. ‘“ They suggest,” it says, “ the 
spirit in which the world should look forward to peace; 
when the nations will perforce leave off their revilings of 
each other, and seek again to establish friendly relations 
upon the basis of what is best in the civilization of each.” 
. The meaning for history and for culture of nations is 
Te revealed in other ways besides literature, but in none more 
intimately. It is the medium by which the ideas of the 
master-thinkers are brought home to the many. But the 
medium itself is bound to be colored by the poet-interpre- 
ter’s personality. According to Professor Kuno Francke, 
‘ German Kultur means an institutionalizing of the ideal of 
bi i absolute Duty, Kant’s categorical imperative. It may 
be so; but Professor Francke, if I remember, makes the 
i poets, especially Goethe and Schiller, Kant’s apostles to 
the Gentiles. But which emphasis, Goethe’s or Schiller’s, 
truly represents Kant? Can both? Dante has popular- 
ized Aquinas, but in important ways has modified the em- 
phasis of his doctrine. St. Paul surely modified vastly the 
message of Christ. That is the way of poet-apostles, im- 
aginative interpreters. If we would talk intelligently 
. about the meaning for history and for culture of national 
literatures, we need to apply to representative authors a 

sober and exact comparative exegesis. 

Tf, as I think, the moment calls for that emphasis of 
criticism, the state of our scholarship itself also calls that 
way. There has been much fault-finding with us of late. 
I dislike to pose among the scolders, who have given out 
perhaps rather more heat than light; but nevertheless by 
my own wee rushlight I am led to observe that our training 
of our professional recruits is too narrowly literary, and 

: that as a consequence our research is too narrowly into 
literary facts and relations. We have been working so hard 
to get the literary record straight, that we are in danger of 
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forgetting what the record itself is about. We should en- 
rich and humanize our learning by bending our attention 
more inward to the heart of the matter, by defining with a 
sharpness and fulness proportionable to our increased his- 
torical and comparative knowledge the meanings contained 
in books. The critic’s business is not with the writer, but 
with the reader. That principle nineteenth-century critics 
recognized, and established. None now need bewail “ art 
made tongue-tied by authority.” Critical authority would 
direct the reader only, and only in that aspect of literature 
in which he may be presumed to have defect of under- 
standing. “ Poetry interprets in two ways,” wrote Mat- 
thew Arnold; “it interprets by expressing with magical 
felicity the physiognomy and movement of the outward 
world, and it interprets by expressing, with inspired con- 
viction, the ideas and laws of the inward world of man’s 
moral and spiritual nature. In other words, poetry is in- 
terpretative both by having natural magic in it, and by 
having moral profundity. In both ways it illuminates 
man; it gives him a satisfying sense of reality; it recon- 
ciles him with himself and the universe.” Accepting this 
distinction, one must say, I think, that critical authority 
properly concerns itself with the second of the two aspects 
of imaginative literature. “‘ Natural magic,” where it ex- 
ists, looks after itself. Critical analysis is rather likely to 
spoil it. But the inexpert reader may easily get over his 
depth in any “ moral profundity,” and be drowned unless 
he receives help. Critical analysis may make clear and 
explicit what the literary artist has presented synthetically 
and implicitly. 

But I cannot conclude without reinsisting upon our spe- 
cial opportunity in this moral crisis to abate misunder- 
standings. I am not proposing to man a ‘ peace-ship.’? I 
would not even desire any one of us to stop paddling his 
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own canoe in the waters of scholarship, deep or shallow as 
they may be. I would merely re-establish a neglected em- 
phasis on interpretative criticism, now largely left to jour- 
nalists or to our own journalistic moments. I should like to 
see built up a new interpretative criticism, new in that it 
would respond to the interests and needs of our generation. 
and would be informed by our scrupulous learning. It 
would have again, on the other hand, the old human inter- 
est which, as our critics say, our present scholarship lacks. 
We should be taken seriously—and gratefully. We should 
count in any survey of higher learning in America. Other- 
wise, playing with literary chess-problems, we may well be 
called “ slackers.” There is warning in the indifferentism 
of fifteenth-century scholars, humanists by Jlucus a 
non lucendo. Said one of these humanists, Poggio Brac- 
ciolini: “I fear this Italy of ours is to be torn to pieces, 
first by ourselves, next by barbarians strong through our 
weakness. But let those take thought whom it may con- 
cern. I shall follow letters.” We also shall, and should, 
follow letters. Let the cobbler stick to his last. But we 
may follow letters into waste places, unpeopled save by 
ourselves ; or we may follow them into the profitable house 
of the interpreter. You remember what the Interpreter 
showed Christian in that house. “ Then he took him by 
the hand, and led him into a very large parlor that was 


. full of dust, because never swept; the which, after he had 


reviewed a little while, the Interpreter called for a man to 
sweep. Now, when he began to sweep, the dust began so 
abundantly to fly about, that Christian had almost there- 
with been choked. Then said the Interpreter to a damsel 
that stood by, Bring hither the water and sprinkle the 
room; the which, when she had done, it was swept and 
cleansed with pleasure.” 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE MODERN LANGUAGE 
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 


AporTep on THE Twenty-NintH oF DecremBerR, 1903 


AMENDED ON THE TWENTY-NINTH OF DecreMBER, 1915 


I 


The name of this Society shal be The Modern Language 
Association of America. 


II 


1. The object of this Association shal be the advance- 
ment of the study of the Modern Languages and their 
Literatures thru the promotion of frendly relations among 
scolars, thru the publication of the results of investigation 
by members, and thru the presentation and discussion of 
papers at an annual meeting. 

2. The meeting of the Association shal be held at such 
place and time as the Executiv Council shal from year to 
year determin. But at least as often as once in four 
years there shal be held a Union Meeting, for which some 
central point in the interior of the cuntry shal be chosen. 


Til 


Any person whose candidacy has been approved by the 
Secretary-Tresurer' may become a member on the pay- 
ment of three dollars, and may continue a member by 
the payment of the same amount each year. Persons who 
for twenty years or more hay been activ members in good 
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and regular standing may, on retiring from activ servis 
as teachers, be continued as activ members without further 
payment of dues. Any member, or any person eligible to 
membership, may become a life member by a single pay- 
ment of forty dollars or by the payment of fifteen dollars 
a year for three successiv years. Persons who for fifteen 
years or more hay been activ members in good and regular 
standing may become life members upon the single pay- 
ment of twenty-five dollars. Distinguisht foren scolars 
may be elected to honorary membership by the Association 
on nomination by the Executiv Council. But the number 
of honorary members shal not at any time excede forty. 


IV 


1. The officers and governing boards of the Association 
shal be: a President, three Vice-Presidents, a Secretary- 
Tresurer; an Editorial Committee consisting of the Sec- 
retary of the Association (who shal be Chairman ez officio), 


the Secretaries of the several Divisions, and three other 
members ; and an Executiv Council consisting of the afore- 
mentiond officers, the Chairmen of the several Divisions, 
and seven other members. 

2. The President and the Vice-Presidents shal be 
elected by the Association, to hold offis for one year. 

3. The Chairmen and Secretaries of Divisions shal be 

- chosen by the respectiv Divisions. 

4, The other cfficers shal be elected by the henibittea 
at a Union Meeting, to hold offis until the next Union 
Meeting. Vacancies occurring between two Union Meet- 
ings shal be fild by the Executiv Council. 


v 


1. The President, Vice-Presidents, and Secretary- 
Tresurer shal perform the usual duties of such officers. 
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The Secretary shal, furthermore, hav charge of the Pub- 
lications of the Association and the preparation of the 
program of the annual meeting. 

2. The Executiv Council shal perform the duties 
assignd to it in Articles II, III, IV, VII, and VIII; it 
shal, moreover, determin such questions of policy as may 
be referd to it by the Association and such as may arise 
in the course of the year and call for immediate decision. 

3. The Editorial Committee shal render such assis- 
tance as the Secretary may need in editing the Publications 
of the Association and preparing the annual program. 


vI 


1. The Association may, to further investigation in 
any special branch of Modern Language study, create a 
Section devoted to that end. 

2. The officers of a Section shal be a Chairman and a 
Secretary, elected annually by the Association. They 
shal form a standing committee of the Association, and 
may ad to their number any other members interested in 
the same subject. , 


Vil 


1. When, for geografical reasons, the members from 
any group of States shal find it expedient to hold a 
separate annual meeting, the Executiv Council may ar- 
range with these members to form a Division, with power 
to call a meeting at such place and time as the members of 
the Division shal select; but no Division meeting shal be 
held during the year in which the Association holds a 
Union Meeting. The expense of Division meetings shal 
be borne by the Association. The total number of Divi- 
sions shal not at any time excede three. The present 
Division is hereby continued. 


lx MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION 


2. The members of a Division shal pay their dues to 
the Tresurer of the Association, and shal enjoy the same 
rights and privileges and be subject to the same conditions 
as other members of the Association. 

3. The officers of a Division shal be a Chairman and 
a Secretary. The Division shal, moreover, hav power to 
create such committees as may be needed for its own 
business. The program of the Division meeting shal be 
prepared by the Secretary of the Division in consultation 
with the Secretary of the Association. 


This Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote 
at any Union Meeting, provided the proposed amendment 
has receivd the approval of two-thirds of the members of 
the Executiv Council. 


|| 
' 
| 
4 


PROCEDINGS FoR 1915 


OFFICERS OF THE ASSOCIATION FOR 1916 


President, 
JAMES DOUGLAS BRUCE, 
University of Tennessee, Knorville, Tenn. 


Vice-Presidents, 
EDWARD C. ARMSTRONG, CHARLES BUNDY WILSON, 
Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore. Md, State University of Iowa, Iowa City, Ia. 
LOUISE POUND, 
University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Neb. 


Secretary-Tresurer, 
WILLIAM GUILD HOWARD, 
Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass, 


CENTRAL DIVISION 
Chairman, Secretary, 
WILLIAM H. HULME, BERT E. YOUNG, 
Western Reserve University, Cleveland, O. Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tenn. 


EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 
W. G. HOWARD, B. E. YOUNG, 
Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tenn. 
M. BLAKEMORE EVANS, GEORGE L. HAMILTON, 
Corneli University, Ithaca, N. Y. 


Ohio State University, Columbus, 0. 
JOHN LIVINGSTON LOWES, 


Washington University, St. Louis, Mo. 


EXECUTIV COUNCIL 
THE OFFICERS NAMED ABOVE AND 


GEORGE O. CURME, 
Northwestern University, Evanston, Jil. 

OLIVER F. EMERSON,, JOHN A. LOMAX, 
Western Reserve University, Cleveland, O. University of Texas, Austin, Tez. 

JAMES GEDDES, WILLIAM ALLAN NEILSON, 
Boston University, Boston, Mass. Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. 
T. ATKINSON JENKINS, HUGO K. SCHILLING, 
University of Chicago, Chicago, Il. University of California, Berkeicy, Cal. 
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ACTS OF THE EXECUTIV COUNCIL 


ACTS OF THE EXECUTIV COUNCIL 


In accordance with propositions of date February 
23, 1916, Voted: 

1. That the invitation of Princeton University to 
hold the next annual meeting under its aus- 
pices be accepted. 

2. That the Regulations of the Executiv Council 
be amended, so that the last day for receiving 
applications for places on the program of the 
annual meeting shal be November 1 insted 
of November 15. 

In accordance with a proposition of date May 10, 

1916, Voted: 

That Professor Christian Gauss, of Princeton Uni- 
versity, be appointed Delegate, and Professor 
George M. Priest, of Princeton University, be 
appointed Alternate Delegate, to represent the 
Association at the celebration of the one hundred 
and fiftieth anniversary of the founding of Rut- 
gers College. 

In accordance with a proposition of date June 7, 
1916, Voted: 

That the Association present to the Southwark Pub- 
lic Libraries in London a complete file of the 
Publications of the Association to date. 

In accordance with propositions of date October 2, 
1916, Voted: 

That the Council recommend the election of Pro- 
fessor Michele Barbi and Mr. Alfred W. Pollard 
to Honorary Membership in the Association. 


W. G. Howarp, 
Secretary. 
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MEMBERS OF THE MODERN LANGUAGE 
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 


INCLUDING MEMBERS OF THE CENTRAL DIVISION OF THE 
ASSUCIATION 


Names of Life Members ar printed in small capitals 
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ApaMS, Epwarp LARRABEE, Assistant Professor of French and Span- 
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naw Ave.] 
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Adviser in Undergraduate Literary Activities, Yale Univer- 
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Adams, Joseph Quincy, Jr., Assistant Professor of English, Cornell 
University, Ithaca, N. Y. [169 Goldwin Smith Hall] 

Adams, Warren Austin, Professor of German, Dartmouth College, 
Hanover, N. H. 

Adler, Frederick Henry, Instructor in German, Dartmouth College, 
Hanover, N. H. 

Alberti, Christine, Head of the French Department, Allegheny High 
School, North Side, Pittsburgh, Pa. [318 W. North Ave.] 

Albright, Evelyn May, Instructor in English, University of Chicago, 
Chicago, Ill. [1227 E. 57th St.] 

Alden, Raymond Macdonald, Professor of English, Leland Stanford 
Jr. University, Stanford University, Cal. 

Alderman, William E., Instructor in English, University of Wiscon- 
sin, Madison, Wis. [1216 W. Washington Ave.] 

Alexander, Luther Herbert, Instructor in Romance Languages, Co- 
lumbia University, New York, N. Y. [660 Riverside Drive] 

Alexis, Joseph Emanuel Alexander, Assistant Professor of Swedish 
and Germanic Languages, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, 
Neb. [1420 Garfield St.] 
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